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BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT

School needs to be a safe environment for all our children. 
Our behaviour management plan provides guidelines for teachers and students to endeavour to make our school and playground as safe as possible.
Classroom teachers operate a ‘steps’ programme that gives children opportunities to correct their own behaviour before serious consequences occur. If a child is unable to modify their behaviour after 2 crosses have been put beside their names they are sent to a ‘buddy’ class for time-out. If the behaviour continues they will be removed to the principal’s office and parents will be informed.

If children become verbally or physically aggressive in the playground (or classroom) they are removed to sit in the time-out circles outside the staffroom.  Their name goes into the book so that it can be monitored over time. 

Children who continue to be physically or verbally aggressive towards others will be removed from the playground until we have seen some changes in behaviour and they can socialise appropriately with others. Parents will be involved with this.
Children are only human (small ones at that) and no school is ever completely free of bullying or aggressive behaviour. We believe that children need to:

· Have consequences for their behaviour (eg miss out on playtime or sporting events, write a letter of apology in their own time etc)

· Gain an understanding that their behaviour affects other people and that they can choose other (better) ways to behave.

The teachings within the Religious Education Programme and the school’s virtue programme help reinforce appropriate behaviour.
Stand downs will be used in severe cases where school is made unsafe for others by an individual.




                                     Thank you for your support with this.
BREAKFAST IN SCHOOLS
Most children have taken a breakfast in schools enrolment pack home. These need to be back at school by Friday February 26. There is only one pack per family as it is the oldest child in the family who will be part of the study. ALL other children in the family at St Michael’s will get breakfast. If you have questions about it or would like help filling out the form, Mrs McVey and Mrs Birch will be free on Tuesday evening, during parent interview time to help parents. 
Breakfast in school will be starting next term and it is FREE!
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Sheree who is organising the walking bus will be in the school on Friday February 26, around 2.30 to talk with parents who are interested in forming a “Walking School Bus”. This is a really good way to teach children how to walk safely, get some exercise and save money on petrol! We are hoping lots of you get on board.
WELCOME
It is great to be able to welcome the Douglas and Hulbert families to our school.
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Back row – Jodeci Hulbert yr 6, Connor Douglas yr 8, Richard Douglas yr 6, Jackson Hulbert-Taua yr 4.

Front row – Janice Douglas yr 4 and Baise Douglas yr 4. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO

Malyche Tafili, whose name was pulled out of the Newsletter Box, the Webster-Tau family who won the prize draw on Tuesday at the PushPlay Evening and Bernadette McVey and Eleanor McLeod who organised such an amazing event
. 



 
BAPTISM

It has come to our attention that some parents may be considering getting their children baptised. The school would be happy to run a programme of preparation for a small group of children who would then be baptised into the Catholic Faith. If you would like to have your child baptised this year or wish to discuss it further, please contact Linda, Bernadette (5671514) or Father Pat (5678409).
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME
The Parish will be preparing children to receive the sacraments of Confirmation, Reconciliation and Eucharist later in the year. If your child has been baptised and has reached the age of eight they are eligible to make these sacraments. We encourage parents to support their children as it is an important part of the Catholic tradition to make these sacraments.

Please ring Justine on 5671475 or Linda or Bernadette at school, 5671514 to register your child or find out more about it.  
HOUSE GROUPS
At St Michael’s children are put into House Groups. The house groups have a mixture of children from each class. A sports competition is run at lunch time between the groups and they also work together for 40 minutes every second Friday afternoon. The house groups play an important roll in the school providing senior children with leadership and responsibility opportunities and giving younger ones the chance to have a “senior buddy”. 
A big CONGRATULATIONS goes to the senior students selected as House Captains and Vice Captains. I believe some excellent choices have been made.

Revelations – Luese Moimoe and Faaiuga Tagoai
Psalms – Teresa Pusa and Lince Kelemete
Judges – Crystal Samuelu and Junior Foaitua
Exodus – Elia Ta’anoa and Dylan Fa’atui
Genesis – Ma’anaima Falani and Sam Fono
Proverbs -  Desmond Fa’afoa and Uelese Sauila
HOMEWORK CENTRE 

This will be closed on Tuesday February 23 for Parent Interviews and on Wednesday 24 as all staff will be going to the Commissioning Mass in Wellington. Sorry about any inconvenience caused by this.
MISSING 

A cell phone went missing on Monday from a student’s desk. If your child has come home with a cell phone that you do not recognize please return it to school.
SCHOOL/PARENT EVENTS THIS TERM

Parent Interviews – We have decided to start the year with parent/student goal setting interviews so that parents will have a clearer idea about the level their child is working at and how they can help at home. These will be held on Tuesday February 23, from 3 until 7pm. More information about these will go out next week.
Andrew Chinn Concert – We have musician and songwriter Andrew Chinn in our school for the day on Thursday March 4. He will be working with groups throughout the day who will come together for a concert in the evening from 6 to 7pm. All children will be involved in this school event. Cost for this is $4 per child.
Mufti and Wheels Day – This is on Friday February 26th. All children may wear mufti to school and bring a gold coin to donate to the Catholic School in Haiti that was destroyed in the earthquake. Children may also bring “wheels” to school for the day – skateboards, scooters, roller blades or roller skates. We will set aside areas of the playground for children to use them. No bikes though please.
Kia ora koutou and Happy New Year to all our friends and whanua in Taita, Pomare and beyond!  
The Team at The Great Start House, 5 Cooper Street, Taita is back and refreshed from a Christmas break and hope that everyone our there in our neighborhood had a nice time over the holidays.  We’d like to give a big shout out to all the awesome 5 year olds starting school in 2010… have fun you guys!  

We also want to remind you that The Great Start House is everyone’s place so we would love to see you!  We are here Monday to Friday from 9 to 5 and you are most welcome to pop in….  It’s been lovely to see all our old friends and also meet some new whanau who have moved here over the holidays.  So, come and have a look around, play, bring your friends and family, relax in a sunny spot with a cup of tea, or help us out by utilizing your own skills or trade – anything from drying the dishes to helping with future building renovations…. Come and share your news with us or find out what you need to know about what’s up in our community.  Remember we have some spare room in the community garden – if you need some dirt to plant a few spuds for the family, let us know….
We also want to let you know about some cool things happening around here:

Taita Community Market

The last Saturday of every month all year, up until November.  Next market Saturday, 27 Feb.

Market open from 9am to 12noon at The Taita Community Hall, Taine St.  Come along and enjoy the fun, meet your friends, get yourself some bargains and enjoy some yummy kai.  Or why not book your own stall, the more the merrier! phone Jo on 567 6558 / 021 207 8553.

Festival of Arts and Creativity

Saturday 6th March from 12pm to 6pm at The Learning Connexion, 182 Eastern Hutt Rd, Taita (Up the hill next to Taita College).  A chance for our local artists and creative people to shine…. Bring your family along, its guaranteed to be a great day, including art workshops for all ages, art & craft stalls, music & cultural performances, ethnic food stalls, portrait artists and more! So don’t be shy, book a stall today – phone 0800 ARTPOWER.

Tumeke Taita Summer Festival

Saturday 20th March from 9am to 3pm in the Taita Shopping area.  Music and Dance, Children’s activities, stalls and loads of fun for the whole family.
Ka kite ano

The Team at the Great Start House
I have read this week’s newsletter, February 19, 2010
Signed _____________________________________ (parent/caregiver)

Names of children in the family
ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL NEWSLETTER








�





3 Cooper St, Taita						                   Ph 5671514


Email – � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@stmichaels.school.nz" ��office@stmichaels.school.nz�	      Web - � HYPERLINK "http://www.stmichaels.school.nz" ��www.stmichaels.school.nz�


Principal – Linda Birch			


School Administrator – Adrianne Rangiwhetu
































