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       CHRISTIAN
              CULTURAL             
COMMITMENT

Thursday February 5, 2009
Term 1   Issue 1
Talofa lava, malo e leilei, taloha ni, ni sa bula, kia orana, kia ora and welcome to all our returning school families and those who are new to our school.
We are all looking forward to this year and the challenges and successes it will bring. We are setting high expectations for our students in their learning, behaviour and relationships with others and will expect parents to support the school with this.
Our school is organised in the following way:

Eleanor McLeod is teaching in Thomas Aquinas – years 6, 7 and 8

John Kelleher is teaching in Marcellin Champagnat – years 6, 7 and 8

Fia Neru is teaching in Peter Chanel – years 4 and 5

Maureen Meiklejohn is teaching in John Bosco – years 4 and 5

Lynne Provoost is teaching in Suzanne Aubert – years 2 and 3

Dale Gyton is teaching in Mother Teresa – years 1 and 2
Brenda McPartlin is teaching in Nano Nagle until lunchtime – new entrants

Bernadette McVey is teaching in Nano Nagle in the afternoons/reading recovery in the mornings

Deb Williams is in Mary McKillop running the learning support programmes

Bernadette Hanify is our music teacher this year (school production year)

Adrianne Rangiwhetu is the school administrator 
Kirsty Mullany is teacher aiding in Suzanne Aubert

Judith Spier is teacher aiding in Mother Teresa

Noela Paselio is teacher aiding in Nano Nagle

Ronwyn Coffey is librarian and in charge of uniform sales

Heather Breen is a learning support teacher aide

Albert Maka is the school’s caretaker
Robert Hackett and Gloria Reweti are the school’s cleaning staff

Part time teacher Logan Sherwyn is providing classroom teacher release and will be in the school most Wednesdays and Thursdays
PARENTS, PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY

There are two things that we as a school wish to focus on this term.

The first of these is punctuality (being on time).

ALL children MUST be at school by 9am.  As parents it is part of your responsibility to make sure your child is at school on time. If your child is going to be late due to an appointment, lost car keys etc, please ring the school and let us know. Lateness affects children’s attitude to learning and often makes them feel ‘left out’ or ‘different’ from the rest of the class.

During the day children are expected to come in from playtimes when the bell is rung – this is their responsibility.  Teachers will ensure that children respond quickly at bell times. Encouraging children to make good choices at school is an important thing that you as parents can do.
The second focus is uniform. 
It was very disappointing to hear that a number of children did not wear the uniform properly during the last few weeks of school. The Board have a policy about uniform (see the opposite page) and it will be upheld this year. Most parents are excellent in making sure that their children are in correct uniform. The summer uniform is: 

Year 1 to 6  Girls




Year 1 to 6 Boys

Tunic





Black drill pull on shorts 

White short sleeve polo shirt

Grey short sleeve polo shirt 

Year 7 and 8 Girls                                        Year 7 and 8 Boys





Skirt





Black 2 pleat zip shorts 

White short sleeved blouse

Grey short sleeved shirt

All Students

Sweatshirt and/or sleeveless vest, school sunhat, sandals (preferably Roman Sandals, either black or brown). Note – All sandals must have a back strap on them , NO jandals or slip-ons. Regulation black school shoes or plain black sports shoes (sneakers) may be worn with grey or white short socks.
ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL

PROCEDURAL STATEMENT

SCHOOL UNIFORMS

St Michael's School have chosen to have a uniform, and therefore must endeavour to see all children wear the uniform neatly with pride and respect. It is also a way of ensuring that health and safety issues and risks that surround body piercings and adornments are kept to a minimum.

· Uniforms both at school and at public functions should be of correct school standard.

· Under special circumstances the school may assist towards the cost of uniform.

· Uniform list is included in the enrolment pack and needs to be purchased within 6 weeks of starting school

· Quotes for Income Support can be arranged
· The uniform is expensive so should be used to encourage personal care and tidiness.

· Parents will regularly be updated with summer and winter uniform options.
· Uniforms must be named

· The correct footwear (shoes and socks) must be worn, they are part of the uniform
· The uniform shop will be open at set times -  these will be advertised each term in the newsletter
· All sports and cultural uniform should be neat and tidy and school issue only.

· Jewellery must be of a cultural or religious nature and must be kept to a minimum. Eg, crucifix, bone, pounamu
· Ears may be pierced, with plain sleepers or studs worn. Nose and eyebrow rings and tongue piercings are not to be worn at school due to the potential health risks.

· Make up is not to be worn by students, this includes nail polish
· Hair longer than the collar must be tied up by both girls and boys

· Haircuts need to be appropriate for school: Mohawks etc are not suitable
· A school sunhat is part of the uniform and must be purchased through the school

· Uniform will be reviewed by B.O.T./Parents when necessary
WELCOME MASS
Next Friday, February 13th, we are holding a special mass to welcome our new children and their families as well as new staff members, into our school. We would love as many parents as possible to join us . Mass will start at 9.30 and will be followed by morning tea at school for our new and not so new parents.
SELF DEFENCE

Our year 3 and 4 and year 7 and 8 girls have been invited to take part in a self defence programme next week. This programme has been approved by the ministry and has been run for a number of years in school right across the Wellington area. All year 3, 4, 7 and 8 girls need to return the permission slip by Tuesday morning 
ROAD PATROL TRAINING

This will take place on Monday morning with the School Police Officer. Only year 5 to 8 students who have returned their permission notices will be trained.

STATIONERY 

Accounts for your child’s stationery will be sent out on Monday. This must be paid by the end of the first term.

WAITANGI DAY

Tomorrow is Waitangi Day and therefore a public holiday. School starts again at 9am on Monday morning for the first full week of school. 
LUNCHES 
The tuck shop will only be open on a Wednesday, from 8.30 to 8.55. If your child arrives after this time they need to come and order at the office. 
REMINDERS

· Please name all your child’s belongings – clothes, lunchboxes, pencil case etc

· We would like our school to be a ‘water only’ school –  please do not you’re your children highly sugared, coloured or fizzy drinks for school.

· Every child needs their own bag for school – sharing bags with a brother or sister causes lots of problems! 


I have read this week’s newsletter, April 11, 2008
Signed _____________________________________ (parent/caregiver)

Names of children in the family 
______________________________________________________________
ST MICHAEL’S SCHOOL NEWSLETTER








�





3 Cooper St, Taita						                   Ph 5671514


Email – � HYPERLINK "mailto:office@stmichaels.school.nz" ��office@stmichaels.school.nz�	      Web -  � HYPERLINK "http://www.stmichaels.school.nz" ��www.stmichaels.school.nz�


Principal – Linda Birch			


School Administrator – Adrianne Rangiwhetu
































