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[image: image3.wmf]The time of Easter is upon us next week, a busy time in the Catholic Church. At school the children having been looking at the events that make up Easter and Holy Week so as to better understand the significance of this celebration. It is certainly more than Easter Eggs and time off school.  Lent has been a time of preparation and reflection so that we are ready to share in the Crucifixion and Resurrection of our Lord. Please make sure that your Easter contains a spiritual element for you and your family.
On Thursday morning we will be holding a Passover Seder Meal involving all our children. This will take place at 11.30 and the rituals and traditions of the Seder  will be explained to the children. This is our end of term liturgy.
Students will have a short break from 12.30 to 1pm at which time the school will assemble to acknowledge some of the positives of the term, draw the voucher for the stationery payment and to pray together before going on holiday.

School will start again for term 2 on Monday April 27th.

SLEEP AND BREAKFAST
On Thursday morning I was in a junior classroom for the first hour and a half and couldn’t help but notice how tired some of the children were. At 9.30 little ones were yawning, lying on the floor and finding it hard to concentrate on their maths. 

Daylight saving reverses on Sunday night which throws everyone’s body clocks out for a few days – this is especially hard for children near the end of term. It will be darker earlier in the evening so should make it easier to get little ones to bed, however it will be lighter in the morning, which might mean they will get up earlier than usual.
To ensure that children are not tired in the mornings there are three simple things you can do:
· Make sure they get enough sleep at night

· Give them a good breakfast (this will provide them with energy for learning)

· Make sure you have plenty of time to get organised in the morning, children who have to rush around, don’t have time for breakfast etc, come to school feeling tired from the business of the morning
STATIONERY

[image: image4.wmf]Thank you to all the parents who have paid for their children’s stationery already. The money is slowly coming in. If you have NOT PAID could you please make sure you do so by the end of the term, Thursday April 9.
A draw for all parents who have paid their stationery by the end of the term will take place on Thursday April 9 at the afternoon assembly. The prize is a $70 grocery voucher. 
Individual accounts will be sent home at the beginning of next term for those who have still not paid. We do expect every family to pay for their children’s stationery! 
SCHOOL PHOTOS

School photos are happening the second week of the term – Monday May 4. Envelopes will be sent home on the first day of the term. 

SPORTS NEWS

Football 
Next week we are having the Lower Hutt Football Club run the 


football in schools programme. All children will participate in 2 or 3 


sessions during the week, from Monday to Wednesday.
ALL children will need to bring their PE gear and leave it at school for these days.

Cricket 
Congratulations to the 24 year five and six students who represented 

our school last week at the cricket tournament. Both teams won two 

games and lost two games. Thank you to all the support staff and 


parents who helped out with this day
RETIRING CHAIRPERSON 

On behalf of the school community I would like to thank Justine Martin for the wonderful work she has done as our Board Chair over the last three years. She has guided the Board through two ERO reviews, countless meetings and represented us as the ‘face’ of our school with the Ministry of Education. It is with much sadness that we bid her farewell. Last night at the Board meeting it was decided to share the chairperson’s position by two people until the election at the beginning of next year.  Congratulations to Julia Fauese and Paul Weaver.
WINTER UNIFORM

Children need to be wearing their winter uniform during terms 2 and 3

Girls – Long sleeved white polo shirt (yr1 – 6)
Long sleeved white shirt (yr7/8)
           Pinafore




Skirt

           Maroon sweat shirt



Maroon sweat shirt

           Black or white socks or black tights for junior and senior girls
Black school shoes or black sports shoes

Boys – Long sleeved grey polo shirt (yrs 1-6)
Long Sleeved grey shirt (yr 7/8)


Black Shorts (pull on)


Black shorts (zipped)


Maroon Sweatshirt



Maroon sweat shirt


Grey long socks for both junior and senior boys  
Black school shoes or black sports shoes

We also have heavy polo fleece tops which are great for winter and sleeveless vests on sale. These items are not compulsory but are very warm and smart for winter.
COMMUNITY NEWS
SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM

DRAMA CLASSES
AFTER EASTER COME AND HAVE FUN WHILE LEARNING THEATRE SKILLS

"MAGIC IN THE AIR"
FOR CHILDREN AGED 9 - 12 YEARS.

TUTORS: KATE McGILL          ESTHER ROSE GREEN.

Exploring and devising stories from different places all with an element of magic while learning performance skills with two trained professional actors and teachers. Study voice movement, character work and storytelling and prepare a piece to be performed on the last day. Create a costume, make a mask - and have plenty of fun!!

Date:   Tuesday 14th April to Friday 17th April - 10am until 3pm each day.
Venue: Hutt Theatre School, Birch St. Reserve, Lower Hutt.

Cost:   $165 Fees MUST be paid in advance. 

REGISTRATIONS:

By phone:  Contact Rosemary on 0212 152264 

or email:     rosemary.gibbons@yahoo.com.au
	Tumeke Taita

A big thank you to all the people who participated in the Tumeke Taita Festival.  It was a great show of community spirit, celebrating our skills, talent and diversity.

 Kia kaha tatou!  From the Festival Organisers.


 Gymnastics and Dance – this is FREE. Mondays from 4 to 5pm for girls aged between 5 and 9 at the Taita Community Centre. Ph 9768644 if you are interested in finding out more.
DOES YOU CAR NEED REPAIRS?

Why not support a local business!

Ah Wong – Auto Services Ltd

· Full mechanical repairs

· Fast and courteous service
        Unit 4/82 Eastern Hutt Rd, Taita

· Competitive rates


        Ph 939 9534

· WOF




       George Ah Wong, 027 4646 581


I have read this week’s newsletter, April 3, 2009
Signed _____________________________________ (parent/caregiver)

Names of children in the family 
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