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Term 4  Issue 3
PARENT AND COMMUNITY MEETING
[image: image3.wmf]The parent meeting held last Tuesday night was a great success – it was just a shame more parents were not able to attend. The focus of the meeting was on literacy in our school and looking at ways in which parents can help their children with reading and writing. Parents took home a small handout with different ideas for activities they could do with children to support literacy. If you missed the meeting but would like a copy of the pamphlet please pick one up at the office..
TERM DATES FOR 2008
Term 1   Thursday February 7 - Friday April 18

Term 2   Monday May 5 – Friday July 4

Term 3   Monday July 21 – Friday September 26

Term 4 Monday October 13 – Friday December 19

(Easter is in the middle of the first term, from Friday March 21 to Tuesday March 25)
MUFTI
Tomorrow, Friday November 9, we are having a mufti day to raise money for the Wellington Free Ambulance service. This is the only free ambulance service in the whole of the Southern Hemisphere and they badly need support to continue to be free. All children wearing mufti will need to bring a gold coin. This is a very worthy cause and I know many of or families have used this service over the last few years.
TUMMY BUG
There is a very nasty tummy bug going around the Taita area at the moment. Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhoea, stomach cramps, headaches, chills and aching muscles and it is very easy to catch it off other people. If your child has it please keep them at home. The bug is still active up to 48 hours after they have finished being sick, so they do need to stay home for a couple of days, otherwise they pass it around in their class.  You should not go swimming for two weeks after you have had it. 
If you have any concerns please ring Maraea on 570 9029.

SCHOOL ATHLETICS DAY
Next Wednesday, November 14 we are holding our school’s athletics day. ALL children must bring PE gear to school and shoes that they can run in. The day will start at 9.30 and will take up most of the day. Parents are very welcome to join us for the day.
SWIS

Our new Social Worker in Schools, Deanna Coulston, will be in the school every Wednesday. Deanna attended the parent meeting and met a number of you on Tuesday night. She is happy for you to contact her through the school. When she has her phone contacts set up I will put these in the newsletter so that you can ring her. 

Deanna is available to support families, parents or children who have issues that they need help in solving. Sometimes it is as easy as putting you in touch with the right agency.
EOTC WEEK
Education outside the Classroom will be held over week 10, Monday December 10 to Friday December 14. The week will have a variety of school and out of school activities to challenge and extend children.  While there will be some cost involved we will try to keep it as small as possible.

ATTENDANCE TERM 3, 2007 
The following report examines the attendance rates at St Michael’s School during the third term. This term was a ten week one, without any public holidays, this is 100 half days. The benchmark for acceptable attendance is 85%, in real terms this is 85 half days. Anything less than this is deemed as ‘unsatisfactory or poor attendance’.

At the end of term 3 there were 162 students. 

· 29 students (18%) had full attendance, that is, 100/100 half days

· Another 22 students (16%) had almost full attendance 98 or 99 half days.

· This is a total of 51 students (34%) with excellent attendance.

· 85 students (53%) had satisfactory attendance, that is, between 85 and 97 half days.

· 26 students (16%) had attendance below 85 half days ranging from 84 to 60.

This graph compares all three terms for this year.. 
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Last year during term 3 43% of students had excellent attendance (34% 2007), 36% had satisfactory (53% 2007) and 21% poor (16% 2007).  

Whilst the percentage of students in the excellent category is slightly smaller than term 2 and 9% down on this time last year the number of children falling into the satisfactory attendance range has risen and the poor attendance decreased  - this is the case compared both to last term and term three last year. 

REMEMBER – Only keep your child at home if they really are sick. It is very hard for children to keep up with their learning when they have a lot of time off school. If your child is on Reading Recovery, bring them for their 30 minute lesson, then take them home again.
CAMP KAITOKE
Summer Fun!  Camp Kaitoke runs summer holiday camps in January for children aged 8-15.  Camp is a great place to try new activities, like kayaking and abseiling, make new friends, and have loads of fun.  Camp Kaitoke is about 15 minutes from Upper Hutt in the foothills of the Rimutakas.  Contact Emily Robinson at Camp Kaitoke for more information.  Ph: 526 7338  Email: campkaitoke@ymca.org.nz  www.ymcagreaterwellington.org.nz
TANGATA O LE MOANA
This exhibition is now on at Te Papa and covers the thousand year history of pacific people in New Zealand. This exhibition tells old and new stories of people’s experiences of settling in and contributing to the development and growth of New Zealand Society. 
ROADSENSE TIPS

Did you know

· That safety belts must be worn in the front and back seats of cars if fitted

· That children under 5 must be properly restrained in an approved child restraint

· That children copy what you do. Set a good example by crossing where the road patrols are outside school

· That you don’t wave out or call your out to your child from across the road.

A big thanks to all the parents who read the newsletter each week and know what is going on at St Michael’s School


I have read this week’s newsletter, November 8, 2007
Signed _____________________________________  (parent/caregiver)

Names of children in the family 
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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